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just have to keep after it. We should be grati-
fied and happy in this holiday season that
America is safer, but we should be resolved
to make it the safest big country in the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Presidential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former White House Press Secretary
James S. Brady, who was wounded in the 1981
assassination attempt on President Ronald
Reagan, chair, Hand Gun Control, Inc., and his
wife, Sarah; and former Secretaries of the Treas-
ury Robert E. Rubin and Lloyd Bentsen.

Statement on the Death of
Robert G. Damus

November 30, 2000

I am deeply saddened by the sudden pass-
ing of Bob Damus, General Counsel for the
Office of Management and Budget. Bob
made invaluable contributions to the com-
mon good in his 20 years of Government
service, embodying the very finest qualities
of our Nation’s career civil servants.

Bob’s fine intellect and the breadth of his
knowledge were respected throughout Gov-
ernment and beyond. This administration
and the American people benefited greatly
from his keen judgment and wise counsel,
and he served my two predecessors with the
same loyalty, dedication, and commitment to
excellence.

With a distinguished academic back-
ground, Bob chose Government service out
of a deep desire to contribute to the public
good. In recognition of his outstanding serv-
ice, he twice received the Presidential Rank
Award as a Distinguished Executive, the
highest honor for career civil servants in the
Senior Executive Service.

Bob’s probity and integrity were unsur-
passed. He was a supremely decent man, and
his memory will serve as an inspiration to
us all.

Proclamation 7382—World AIDS
Day, 2000
November 30, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As the global community observes the 13th

annual World AIDS Day, we remember with
sorrow our friends, loved ones, neighbors,
and colleagues who have lost their lives to
AIDS, and we reaffirm our shared commit-
ment to carry on the fight until our battle
against this devastating disease is won.

We can be proud of our efforts over the
past 8 years. My Administration has worked
aggressively to increase funding for AIDS re-
search; to find better treatments, a vaccine,
and a cure; to enhance HIV prevention ef-
forts; and to help ensure that those living
with HIV and AIDS receive the health care
they need. Federal funding for such activities
has doubled on the national front and tripled
internationally, reaching nearly $11 billion
last year alone, and I recently named a Presi-
dential Envoy for AIDS Cooperation.

Building on this commitment, last month
I signed into law the Ryan White CARE Act
Amendments of 2000, improving the Federal
Government’s most comprehensive program
for providing services to Americans living
with HIV/AIDS. Our investment is pro-
ducing results and, thanks to new treatments,
many people with AIDS are living longer and
experiencing a better quality of life than ever
before.

But our battle is far from over. Last year,
3 million people died from HIV/AIDS—the
highest global total reported since the pan-
demic began. Current estimates indicate that
more than 50 million people have been in-
fected with HIV since the virus was first
identified more than 15 years ago, and some
21.8 million people have died from HIV/
AIDS. The number of children orphaned as
a result of HIV/AIDS is estimated to be more
than 13.2 million.
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Because the spread of HIV has reached
catastrophic proportions in many areas of our
global community, AIDS has become a na-
tional and international security threat. The
United States is working hard to develop
partnerships with other nations and to mobi-
lize a greatly expanded global response to ad-
dress HIV/AIDS through our Leadership and
Investment in Fighting an Epidemic Initia-
tive. And this week, we will host a White
House Summit of Religious Leaders to un-
derscore the important role the world’s faith
communities play in preventing the spread
of HIV and in caring for those affected by
HIV. Many care and treatment programs
around the world are operated by religious-
based organizations, and often these groups
provide the only available source of care. The
summit will highlight successful efforts and
raise awareness of our moral obligations in
addressing HIV and AIDS.

Our goals are clear, and our resolve is firm.
Working with our partners at home and
abroad, we will triumph over the tragedy of
HIV/AIDS and ensure a bright, healthy fu-
ture for our children.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1,
2000, as World AIDS Day. I invite the Gov-
ernors of the States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, officials of the other terri-
tories subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States, and the American people to
join me in reaffirming our commitment to
defeating HIV and AIDS. I encourage every
American to participate in appropriate com-
memorative programs and ceremonies in
workplaces, houses of worship, and other
community centers, to reach out to protect
and educate our people, and to provide hope
and help to all who are living with HIV and
AIDS.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:09 a.m., December 1, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 4.

Remarks at the G&P Foundation
Angel Ball 2000 in New York City
November 30, 2000

Well, first of all, thank you, Denise, for
the saxophone. I’ll have a little more time
to play it in a week or two. [Laughter] And
thank you for the wonderful gift. But let me
say to all of you, I think that we should be
here honoring Denise for remembering her
daughter in such a magnificent way.

And I also want to thank Philip for all that
you have done to make this evening possible.
And I want to thank the other honorees to-
night, for the power of their examples.
Michael Jackson, who has been so kind to
us, thank you for the wonderful thing you
said, and Sir Paul McCartney. I don’t know,
I got the saxophone at an event which hon-
ored two of the greatest musical geniuses of
the 20th century. I don’t know what that says.
[Laughter]

And I would like to thank Her Majesty
Queen Noor, who has been a wonderful
friend to Hillary and to me and, I think, is
one of the truly great citizens of the world
alive today. I thank her.

And thank you, Larry King, for being here.
I forgive you for using this occasion to hit
me up for our exit interview. [Laughter] I
am not a very good story. You should be
down in Florida doing interviews tonight.
[Laughter]

Let me say to all of you, I want to just
echo a thing or two Hillary said. I love this
event. I had a wonderful time 2 years ago.
I’ve had a terrific time tonight. But I look
forward to the time when we will be forced
to find another reason to meet, because the
war on cancer will have been won.

Like all of you, I am tired of burying my
family members and friends from diseases
that it seems that we ought to be able to
find a way to cure or even to prevent. It won’t
be long now, and when that happy day
comes, all of you can take pride in knowing
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